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issued. This Bill merely gives the
department legal authority to do this,
and to publish the correct and dclear

definition of the boundaries in the Gazette.
Outside these two alterations, the Bill con-
sists of corrections which will make effective
the consolidating measuore. I think the Bill
will require very little discussion or argu-
ment, The sooner it is passed, the sooner
can the new print of the consolidated Aet
be brought out. Most of the local authori-
ties are pressing for a new print of the
whole measuore.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are these amend-
ments due to faulty drafting?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In seme
cases a misprint has ocenrred, and in other
cases there has been faulty draftmanship.
In one section reference may be made lo
another, the number of which has been
wrongly quoted. The provision regarding
the description of “chairman®” is consequen-
tial upon what was done hefore. When we
deprived the chairman of a casting vote and
gave him only a deliberative vote at zittings
of the board, we should have applied that
also to meetings in committee. There is a
more correct definitien of “chairman” and
“deputy ehairman.” There is nothing of a
contentious nature in the Bill, which merely
makes the law effective, so that the Crown
Law Department may get on with reprint-
ing the Aet. I move—

That the Bill be now read a seecond time,

On meotion hy Mr. Doney, debate ad-

Journed.

BILLS (10)—FIRST READING.
1, Financial Emecrgency Tax Assessment
Aet Amendment,
2, Financial Emergency Tax.
3, Workers’ Homez Ac¢t Amendment.
Introduced by the Premier.
4, Land.
5, York Cemeteries.
6, Industries Assistanee Act Continuance.

7, Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ Tmper-
ial League of Australia Ineorpor-
ated, W.A. Branch, Headqguarters
Building.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
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8, Yuna-Dartmoor Railway.
Iniroduced by the Minister for Rail-
ways.
9, Health Act Amendment.
Iniroduced by the Minister for Health,

10, Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Electric  Lighting Aect  Further
Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Sleeman.

House adjourned at 8.30 p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Thursday, Srd August, 1933,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY DUPLICATION.
Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: Is it proposed to duplicate the rail-
way line from Spencer’'s Brook right
through to the Bast Northam station?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: No, to Northam only at present.

QUESTION—EASTERN STATES
MANUFACTURES.

To encourage local branches.

Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for Em-
ployment: 1, Will he take early steps per-
sonally to encourage Eastern States manu-
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facturers—who are azserted to be dumping
goods into this State—to establish branches
of their manufacturing industries in West-
ern Auziralia? 2, Will he keep in mind
Northam as an inland town where manufae-
turing industries eould advantageously be
ciarried on?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMEXNT
replied: 1, Yes. 1 am hopeful that the de-
finite move now being made in favour of
local production will indieate the advisabil-
ity, in their own interests, of Eastern States
manufaciurers becoming established in this
State. 2, Yes. Northam in conjunction
with other towns will receive consideration
in this respect.

QUESTION—ROAD RAILWAYS.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has he any information re-
garding road railways, which are stated to
have been suneccessfully used oversea? 2, If
g0, will he make it available for the use of
members? 3, Does the information avail-
able show that this method of transport is
more economical than the ordinary rail-
ways?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, No.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, MEEKA-
THARRA-HORSESHOE.

As to pulling up.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: 1,
Is the report correct that the Meekalharra-
Horseshoe railway is to be pulled up? 2,
If so, in making use of the matenals pulied
op, will the elaims of other railways already
authorised be considered and railway trans-
port provided more partieularly for the
Yarramony and Dale areas, which has been
promised for 25 years?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, Yes.

RETURN—RAILWAY COAL, COLLIE
AND NEWCASTLE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, ordered: That
a return be laid npon the Table of the
House showing—1, The weekly coal tonnage
orders given hy the Railway Department
to each of the following mines (separvately):
Proprietarv. Co-operative, Cardiff, Stock-
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ton, and Griltin; and the weekly supplies
received from the above-mentioned mines
(scparately) from 1st January, 1932, to
30th June, 1933. 2, The monthly tonnage
orders of Newcastle and other imported
coals (sepavately) used by the Railway De-
partment from lst January, 1932, to 30th
June, 1933. 3, The average price paid per
ton for the loeal coal as from June, 1932,
to June, 1033, 4, The average price paid
per ton for imporvted ¢oal as from June,
1932, to June, 1933,

QUESTION—COLLIE COAL ARBITRA-
TION.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minjs-
ter for Railways: Arising out of the motion
iust carried, I desire to ask what progress
has been made by the board of arbitrators
inquiring into values and prices of Collie
eoal, and when a decision may reasonably
he expected?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied; The board of arbitrators appointed
te deal with this matter have been taking
cvidence for some considerable time. The
evidence of one side has been completed,
and the evidence of the other side is being
heard. I do not know when the hoard’s
decision will be available, but the utmeost
expedition is being used in the interests of
all concerned.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hou.
&, W. Munsic—Hannans) [4.40] in moving
the seecnd rending said: This is a small
Bill, mainly machinery, and involving no
mmportant prineiples. Nevertheless its pass-
ing iz of great importance to many local
authorities. The measure has seven clauses,
hut oniy three of the amendments proposed
affeet any principle whatever. The first
amendment relates to health boards, loeal
authorities, road boards and municipalities,
Where the owner or occupier of land has
stalled a septic tank which has been ap-
proved by the local health authority, the
loeal authorities are empowered, by an
entry in the rate-book to exempt such pro-
perty from the ordinary sanitary rate struck
by the local aunthorities. TUnder the prin-
cipal Aet as it stands, a sanitary rate
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struck by a Joeal authority must apply to
ull houses {n the locality except such as ace
connected with a sewer. The objeet of the
autendment is to empower the local auth-
ority to exempt an owner or occupier who
has installed u septic tank approved by the
local health authority, the property in such
o ease to be treated in the same way as a
sewered property and to be exempt from
double rating, sanitary in addition to health.
Provision for this is made in two elauses,
because one section of the Act deals with
road boards and munieipalities and another
section with loeal health boards, which like-
wise have the power to strike rates. Mence
the seeming duplication in the Bill. The
second amendment proposed is one that was
unfortunately omitted when my predeces-
sor, the present Leader of the Opposition,
mtroduced last year’s amending Bill. Un-
doubtedly the Health Department’s inten-
tion at that time was to delete the words
“healtl rate” from Subsection 2 of Section
413 of the prineipal Aet. This was stressed
by the then Minister in introducing his Bill.
[Towever, when last session’s Aet was
printed, it was found that the words in ques-
tion hal been retained. They shonld be
deleted. and “revenue of the loeal authority
under this Aet” inserted in lien. The refer-
ence 15 to a seetion empowering loeal auth-
crities to obtain everdrafts from banks or
other finaneial institutions for the purpose
of earrving out health obligations, the
amount of the overdraft to he limited to
one-third of the actual revenue of the
health anthority. Thus no danger i3 in-
volved.  Tnder the Aet as it stands, how-
over, Incal liealth authorities can obtain over-
drafts onlv te the extent of one-third of
their health rates, and in many cases such
rate is only a farthing in the pound; so
that the overdraft would amount to very
little indeed.

Hon. W. D. Johuson: How did the
words eet back into the Act?
Mr. Latham: Owing to a mistake in

drafting.

The AMINISTER FOR HEALTH: Tin-
doubtedly. The third amendment proposed
deals with eases of infectious disease, MMost
hon. members will recolleet a eontroversy
i the metropolitan area, lasting some time,
as to who was responsible for payment for
the treatment of infeetions cases. The same
ruestion has arisen in country distriets.
Fventuallv an arrangentent was reached in
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the metropolitan area whereby the locai
authorities sent their infectious cases to tle
Subiaco Infectious Diseases Hospital, which
is practically the only hospital of the kind
in the metropolitan area. There was diffi-
culty as to paymeni for treatment of the
vases. Eventually it was agreed that the
loeal authorities should do their utmosl to
coliect from the patient, or the patient's
guardizn, the amount of the hospital fees,
A quarterly stutement was to be submittel
of fees which had not been collected, and
then the total amount recognised as uncol-
lectable was to be charged equally to the
Health Departinent and the local autheri-
ties. When the dispute was at its heighs,
there were threais that the local authorities
would not contribute anything towards the
uneollectable amount, and eventually my
predecessor agreed that the Health Depart-
ment should pay two-thirds of that deficit
and the local authorities one-third. 1In
many eases that arrangement was earried
out duaring the last financial year. How-
cver, the Auditor General has queried the
arrangement, contending that it is illegal,
and has disallowed it because of the dis-
tingt provision in the principal Aet that
only one-half of the mncollectable amount
shall be paid by the Health Department.
Accordingly Clause 5 asks for the insertion
in Section 266, paragraph (x), after “half”
in line 1, of the words “or such greater
proportion as the Minister shall in every
case decide.” TFach of the amendments pro-
posed has been requested in the interests of
local authorities throughout the State. [
move—

That the Bill he now read a sceond fime.

On mation hy Mr. Sampson, dehate ad-
jonrned.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
eeived and rend recommending approepria-
tion For the purposes of the Bill

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.46] in moving the seeond read-
ing said: This 15 a small Bill that is easily
understood. It deals with the Financial
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Emergency Aet of last year in which were
Inid down the terms and conditions under
which the tax was imposed. The Act itself
provides for the pavment of the tax by all
those in reeeipt, in the ease of single men, of
21s. a week and upwards, and, as regards
married men, of £2 per week or more. The
amending Bill provides that there shall be
no payment of the tax on the part of single
men who ware in receipt of a wage or salary
of less than £2 a week, and that there shall
be no payiment of the tax by married men
who are in receipt of a wage, salary or in-
come of less than £3 10s. per weck. Those
are the two points dealt with in the measure.
I shall have something to say with regard to
the next Bill I will place before members,
which imposes the tax, and that, of course,
15 quite a different matter. I move—

That the Biil be now read a second time.

On mation by Mr. Latham, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX.
Message.
Message from the Lieut.-(overnor re-
ceived and read, recommending appropria-
tion fer the purposes of the Bill,

Second Reading,

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boalder} [+50] in moving the second read-
ing said: This Bill may be regarded as
somewhat more important than that which
I have just placed before the House. It
deals with the rate of the tax; that iy to say,
with the rate that will be levied on the wages,
salarvies and ineomes of the people of
this State. It differs from the tax of last
vear, which, for convenience, may be de-
scribed as the 434d. tax in the pound, in
that it aholishes the flat rate of tax. Under
the Act, the tax of 414d. in the pound was
levied on the salaries, wages and incomes
commencing with single men in receipt of
21=. a week and, in the case of married men,
with those in receipt of £2 a week. The
Bill does not continue the flat rate of tax,
but imposes a tax on a graduated scale. I
need not delay the House in saying that
the amount of money collected by means
of the financial emergeney tax last vear, is
still necossary for earrving on the affairs
of the State, and so the present tax is jus-
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tified, although it is on an entirely differ-
ent scale, in order to bring in an amount
similar to that which was expected to be
collected by the tax of last year. Dealing
first with the single men, the Bill provides
that those in reccipt of less than £2 a week
shall be exempt from the tax and those whe
will have to pay the tax will he levied on
the basis of the following graduated scale—
£2, and less than £3 10s. per week—Id. in
the pound.
£3 10s, and less than £6 per week—3a3d. in
the pound.
£6, and less than £7 per werk—~Gd. in the
pountd.
£7, and less than %3 per week—4d. in the
pound.
£8 per week and over—9d. in the pound.

Se, with respeet to single men, the tax he-
gins with a minimum of 4d. in the pound,
and ends with a maximum of 9d. in the
pound. Regarding married men, those in
receipt of less than £3 10s, per week are to
he exempt, while others will pay on the
hasis of the following graduated scale—
£3 10s., and up to £4 10s. per wecek, inclu-
sive—d4d. in the pound.
Over £4 10s, and up to and including £6
per week—Aad. in the pound.
Over £6, and less than £7 per week—~Gd. in
the pound.
£7, and less than £8 per werk—38d. in the
pound.
£8 per week and over—9d. in the pound.
Thus, with married men, the tax commences
with a minimoem of 4d. in the pound and
ends with a maximum of 9d. in the pound,
Just as with the single men, as I have al-
ready indieated.

Alr. Stubbs: Will the nsual deduetions for
insurance and so forth be allowed?

The PREMIER: I think the hon. member
will understand that the financial emer-
gency tax is collected at the source, and
therefore no deduetions ave allowable. The
tax has to be paid weekly, forinightly or
morthly, as the case may he, on all wages
and salaries. Tt applies to those who pay
their income tax wvearly, just as it does to
those who pay weekly. There are no exemp-
tions or dedncticns allowable in respect of
this tax. TIn that rezard the Bill does not
differ from the Act of last year. At this
stage T do not propose to enter into a de-
fence of the provisiens of the Bill. 1 shall
content mywelf with having explained them,
for there will be ample opportunity during
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the discussion of t'.e Bill both at the second
reading stuge and when we deal with it in
Committee, to justify its provisions. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On mofion by Mr. Latham, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—YORK CEMETERIES.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FTOR LANDS (Hon.
M. ¥. Troy—>Mt, Magnet) [4.55]: The ob-
jeet of the Bill is to vevest in the Crown
certain cometery sites at York, beld respec-
tively by the Homan Ustholie, the Angli-
ean and the Weslevan religious bodies, to-
gether with adjoining Jand, portion of whicl
has been purchased by the Crown for the
purpose. The whole area, which contains
13 acres 3 roods 15 perches, will be declaved
a cemetery under the Cemeteries Act, 1897,
and will be placed under the control of the
York Municipal Council as trustees. 1In
1914 a cometery reserve was declared to the
north of the site, whieh is coloured hlue on
the plan that 1 will lay on the Table of
the House. Thal land was found to be un-
suitable for burial purposes, and no burials
took place there. In order to reetify the
posiiion and to deelare an ndequale area
suitable for cemetery purposes, land was
purchased by the Government, eovering an
area of T acres 39 perches, adjoining the
cemeteries, whieli it is now sought by the
Bill fo vevest in the Crown. This area will
form a new cemetery at York, The dilter-
ent religious Dodies, who at present own
Lots 13, 15 and 16, which are the areas dealt
with by the Bill, have given their consent
in writing to the surrvender of their land
to the Crown, in order that it may be in-
clnded in the proposed public eemetery and
placed under the control of the cemetery
board that is to be appointed. Nobwith-
standing these letters of surrender, it was
considererd ndvisable to deal with the matter
by way of legislation. T understand it is
the inlenlion of the York Municipal Coun-
cil. ax a cemetery board, to raise the neces-
sary funds to fenee the new cemetery re-
soerve and tu Improve it in other directions.
Tlhe plan, which T lay on the Table, shows
the position of the two sites. I move—

That the Bill be now read n second time,
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MR. LATHAM (York) [4.58): I offer no
objection ito the Bill. It is desirable that
there shall he some coutrol over the York
camnelery,  Many of these who are trustees
have removed from York and it is difficult
to exercise any contrel under existing con-
ditiens. Hecently the sporting bodies at
York raised over £100 for the purpose of
erecting a new fence avound the cemetery,
but it was found that there was no author-
ity for the work to be cmrried out on the
property. The York Municipal Council were
asked to take control of the cewmetery but
that was found impossible withont recourse
{0 the cumbersome procedure of huuting up
the cxeentors of deceased persons, and so
Yorth.  The Minister has adopted the most
sneple way of achieving the desire of the
people at York. It is desirable in the inter-
ests of the relatives of those buried in York,
and also in the interests of the town of
York, that the eemetery should be main-
tained in good condition,

Ouestion put and  passed.

Bill read o second time.

Fa Comaritiee.

Bill passed through Conunittee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adepted.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Messuge.

Message from the Lieut -Giovervor re-
ceived and read, recommending appro-
priation for the purposes of the Bill.

Sccond Reuding.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [5.4] in moving
the second reading said: The continuance of
the principal Aet is imperative if the de-
partment is to continue to provide susten-
ance for settlers for whom adverse condi-
tions of the past three vears have closed
other avenues of credit. The position in thiz
regard has not improved since the Bill was
before the House last vear, and although
the ryecent upward trend in the prices of
wheat and wool justifies the hope that the
erisis which has been threatening the exist-
ence of these industries has now passed, the



Guaestion of credit lor wmany farmers re-
tuins o diziealt problem, and it the depart-
Liend i= to colitinue past assistance. it must
e armed with the necessary legislagive
powers,  As au emeérgenley  medsure, the
Industries Assistunce Aet contuins machin-
ery lor the provision and control of credit
which does not exist in the Agricultural
Bank statute~.  There is no intention ol
re~uming general uperations under the JAct,
tbough it has bheen Toumd nevessary to nse
its provisions in connection with the e~tah-
Lishient of the miners” settlement at Sowth-
crn Cross, Owing to the absence of cow-
mercial eredit, and the inability of these
~ettler~ tv obtain machinery on hire pur-
chase terms, the hank is finding it impossible
to develop, eqnip and provide havvest ve-
guirements for them within the lmit of
the £2,000 prescvibed by its Act, and has
nad to have recourse to the Industries As-
sistunce Act to enable the gunarantees de-
nanded by merchants to be given. With
regurd to the pavment of sustenance, there
i= no provision in the Agrienltural Bank
statutes, nor iz it the poliry of the hank
trustees to grant loans for that purpoese.
These advances are made from funds raised
uuder the Finanee and Development .Aet.
whicli enables the bank trustees to exercise
the powers contained in the Tndustriez Az-
sizstance Act, By the operation of this Act,
moneys so advaneed become mttomafically
n chorge on the erops as well as on the land
and chattels of the borrower. Both the
Industries Assistance Act and the \Agricul-
turnl Bank Ac¢t are administered by the
tie set of offivials, and the enly effect of
using the machinery of the Agricultural
Bauk Act would be to hamper the opera-
tiots and increase the work of the Jdepart-
went, while at the same thue putting the
Lorrower to the cosl of registering securi-
ties which nnder the Industric- Assiztance
Aot are putowatie. 1t is not intended to
wake use of the Act, except where it+ pro-
vizions ean he more effectively emploved to
provide harvest credit than is possible under
the powers contained in the hank’s ~tatute-.
Under the Industries Assistance Boanl the
riumber of accounts last yvear totalled 1,339,
t+ which have been added 83 new aceownts.
representing the miners  settlement at
Southern ('russ, or a total of 1.422 aecount-.
Then there were four clearances, which re-
duced the toia! to 1,418. Of the labilities
nutstandine, principal represent: £511,47S
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and interest £51,1:32, There bas been funded
CLOTOMLL i principal and €£220,358 in in-
teresi.  The advance~ last year amounted
to £1,027, while the refunds represented
£25,552, and wral rollections £36,736. Those
Fgures cover the opervations of the hoard
daring la~t vear. T move—

That the Bill be now read 2 second time.

On motion by Mr. Ferguson. debate ad-
Journed,

BILL—YUNA-DARTMOOR RAILWAY.

Messuge,

Mes~age lron. the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read, recommending appropria-

tion for the purposes of the Bill,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hen . C Willeoek—Geraldton) {5.10] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
is somewhat sunilar to others that have been
introduced in past sessions for authorising
the construction of railways. The Hailway
Advisory Bowrd were asked by the late Gov-
erument to report on the country to Le
traversed by this railway, und in August
of 1932 the board made an inspection and
stibsequenély furnished a report, which I
have Dere and will lay vn the Tuble of the
Huuse, That report goes into the questions
of yuality of the land to be served, number
of tars and gquantity of produee. After
considering the nevessity for the rvailway,
the hoard came to the conclusion that the
building of the proposed railway was emi-
neutly justitied, an opinion that is embodied
in the veport. This is a district where ex-
vellent farming operations may be carried
out. [t lws been entirely successful in the
past.  The =oil eonsist: of deep red loam
capable of conserving water, and moreover
it is rich in line, while being free from
i disadvantage ~ufferl by certain other
lands in this State in that it ix free from
salt.  The vainfall, of which records have
been kept for a number of years, is well
cuited to wheat growing, as are also the
climatic advantages of the distriet. Tt is
estimated that when the railway is con-
structed there will be over 300 farms to be
served, that the wheat vield will be 36,000
tons, while the wool elip will reach 240 tons,
all produced within the area. The board
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considered several alternative routes, First
it was suggested that the area to be served
should be renched by an extension of the
Northampton-Ajana railway, while other
people in the district requested the board to
make the line run first in an easterly diree-
tion and then north. However, the board
have recommended that the railway start
from the station yard in Yuna and go gen-
erally in a northerly direction for about 50
miles.

AMr., Ferguson: Will it go near the experi-
mental plot?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
The railway will serve an avea of 840,0uu
neres, of which 225,000 acres are first-class
and 153,000 acres second class, while the
balance is third-class and unelassified. Last
year there were in the district, 4,534 acres
under crop, and the average yield was 15.16
bushels. At Wandalong, on the route of the
railway, 790 acres farmed on fallow aver.
nged 25.38 bushels. There was no proper
farming on the large avea north of the rab-
bit-proof fence, except at the experimental
plot 53 miles north of Yuna, which the ex-
Minister for Agriculture has mentioned and
which was well known to the ex-Minister
for Lands, There is a huge area of land,
some 400,000 acres, in which the experi-
mental plot is situated. A year or
two ago 100 acres of that land were
cleared and cultivated, 50 acres being
put in as virgin land, and 50 acres
as fallow. On the 50 aeres of virgin land
the average yield was 19.20 bushels, while
on the fallow land the average was 20.50
laishels. T understand that a lot of damage
was done to the erops by birds, but even
so the average was about 20 bushels. As
an indication of the damage, on the area
of land sown in its virgin state, sulficient
seed was left for a self-sown crop affer fhe
19 bushels had been harvested.

Mr, Farguson: I think what was left was
too thiek for a crop.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 7
do not wish to speak disparagingly of other
land in the State, but this area has a dis-
tinet advantage in that the northerly lati-
tude and proximity of the land to the coast
zive warm dayvs and good growing weather.
The wheat produced is hard and of excellent
vuality.  One disadvantage suffered by some
of our agrieultural areas is that insufficient
late spring rains fall to top off the crops.

That disadvantage is not appavent in the
Dartinoor area because the crops ripen
about the end of September and can be
harvested before the end of Oetober. Con-
sequently a fall of rain in the late spring,
vr its absence, makes little difference in the
Dartmoor area. Praetically all the land in
the avea is within 70 miles of the eoast.
This 15 the only considerable area of land
within 100 miles of a port that is available
for settlement. We have carried our wheat
arcas eastward, north-eastward and south-
castward from Perth. On Fridav last I
opened a railway from Lake Grace to Hyden
Rock, which 1 nearly 350 miles from the
port. With the Dartmoor line the farthest
point will not he 100 miles from Geraldion.
Taking the whole of our agricultnral areas
the average haul for wheat is 153 miles,
whereas in the Dartmoor area it will he less
than half of that. The setilers there, onee
given a railway, will enjoy a distinet ad-
vantage for all time inasmuch as their rail-
way freights will be at least 23 per cent.
less than that paid on the average hy farm-
ers in other districts. What applies to wheat
applies also to super—there is a superphos-
phate factory at Geraldton—and the advan-
tage will also apply to other commodities
required on the farm. The natural advan-
tages enjoyed by the distriet should make
possible production on a eheaper basis than
in average areas elsewhere. When the whole
of the line is huilt, the point farthest dis-
tant from the port will be 98 miles. 1t is
not proposed to build the whole of the line
immediately. As with other railways, it
will be construeted in sections. The first
rection will he carried as far as Dartmoor,
which is 25 to 30 miles from the head of
the present line. The cosi of construciion
will be cheap, the estimate being £3,250
per mile. There are no known engineering
difliculties such as ereeks to be bridged or
big euttings to be made. The line will be
comparatively level, the ruling grade being
ene in eighty throughout. This will make
for econamieal working in that the trains
will be able to baul heavy loads. From the
head of the line to Geraldton the load will
go with the grade, except for a distance of
114 or two miles at a point some 20 miles
from Geraldton, and there a vefuge siding
is provided so that the full load- may
be hauled over the rest of the line. Thus
{he line will lend itself admirably to cheap
working, whereas wheat from some agri-
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cultural areas has to be hauled over the
Parfing Range, which makes for inereased
workine costs.

AMp. Stubbs: Would not motor iransport
he cheaper during the carlier stages of de-
velopment in the district.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
AMotor transport is being used now, 'The
experience is that where there is no rail.
way, motor transport is dear, but where
there iz a railwav, motor transport rost:
are reduced considerahly. Bevond Wiluna
p charge of 1s. is made for carting wool
inta that town, hut from there it c¢an be
earried 400 or 500 miles at 4d. or 5d. per
ten. However, I do not wish to digress into
discussing transport charges.

Mr. Stubbs: The cost of rails is so high
that there is no chance of the line paying
interest on the money.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The rails ave available: they are to
come ont of the line running north
from Meekatharra to the manganese
deposit at Torseshoe. Tn the six or
seven vears since that line was construeted,
it has not been used, and we econsider it
an economic waste to leave £100,000 worth
of steel rails lving on the ground and giving
nc serviee when thev could he used to pro-
vide faeilities for settlers who are burdened
with heavy transport charges through lack
of a railway.

Mr. Latham: Was the Press statement
co-rect that it would eost £100,000 to take
up those rails?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: No;
that was the original eost.

Mr. Latham: T read a statement to that
effect.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Somebody got mixed aver the figures. It
will cost £400 or £500 to put the line into
sufficient order to enable the rails to he
pulled up and brought away. I am sorry
that the optimistic views regarding the man-
ranese deposit have not been horne out by
experience. The price of manganese, like
that of other hase metals, receded consider-
ably. Whereas manganese was worth about
3s. per unit when the railway was huilt, it
is now worth less than 6d. YWhat would have
heen a wonderfullv good commereial pro-
position at 3s. per unit becomes a failure
at one-sixth of the price. 8o far as can
be judged, the price of manganese is not
likelx to rise te a remunerative level, at any

rate for a considerable time, and we would
not be justified in allowing the asset repre-
sented by the line to remain idle while the
material is needed to provide transport faril-
ities for settlers, Tt mayx be said that the
building of agricultural lines is not war-
ranted at present owing to the position of
the wheat industry.
BMr. Mann: We must have railways.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Perhaps we would not be justified in launch-
ing a new developmental scheme, but the
Dartmoor secttlement already exists and the
seitlers are suffering hardships owing to
lack of railway facilities. To enable them
to produce crops economically, they need a
railway. The eompany operating in that
area have been able to make farming pay,
although they have had to send their wheat
30 miles by motor to the port.

Mr. Mann: Fow far has settlement ex-
tended along the route of the proposed rail-
way?

The MINISTER FQOR RAILWAYS:
About 25 or 30 miles. Various members
on both sides of the House have an inti-
mate knowledge of the eountry. It was in-
spected by the ex-Premier, the ex-Minister
for Lands and the ex-}inister for Agricul-
ture; it has heen inspected by the present
Minister for Lands, and the Chairman of
the Development and MMigration Commis-
sion was favourably impressed with it. In
fact all who have inspected the area have
been impressed with the nuality of the land
and its capabilities. The Leader of the Op-
position, who inspeeted the district at the
end of snmmer, found that by kicking up
an inch or two of the soil, moistare was
still present. The peculiar qualities of the
soil are borne out by the experience of peo-
ple who have kept stoek on this land. We
know that it has been possible to produce
25 bushels of wheat to the acre there. TIf
the land is capable of producing erops
vielding that average, although the price
mayv remain lew, it should prove ta be a
commercial proposition to grow such crops.
T will place a map on the wall, following
the usual practice, =0 that members mav be
able to get an indication regarding the coun-
trv. T wiil also lay on the Table of the
House the veport of the .Advisory Board.
and econservative estimates prepared by the
Railwax DNepartment as to the financial side
of the proposal, Members will thus be
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equipped with all the information it is pos-
sible to give them to warrant the building
of this line. T move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On wmotion by Mr. Ferguson, debate ad-
Journed,

BILL—RETURNED SAILORS AND SOL-
DIERS’ IMPERIAL LEAGUE OF
AUSTRALIA, W.A. BRANCH, IN-
CORPORATED, HEADQUARTERS
BUILDING.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—>Mt. Magnet) [5.32] in mov-
ing the seeond reading said: This Bill ve-
lates to a piece of land which was granted
by the previous Government to the Re-
turmed Sailors and Soldiers’ League as a
site for the headnquarters bmilding of that
body. The land is situated on portion of
that which was previonsly held by the Uni-
versity, The league now wish to raise funds
for building purposes through one of the
Associated Banks. The bank desires that
the security shall be such that if at any
time it is forced to foreclose under the
powers of the morigagee the land with im-
provements may be sold free and absoluntely
discharged from any trust or restrictions of
any kind. The land is held in trust, and
the manner in which it is held, in the opin-
ion of the bank, would prevent its sale in
the way considered necessary by the
mortgagee. The purpose expressed in the
deed is that the land shall be utilised for
the erection upon it of a headquarters build-
ing for the Returned Soldiers’ League. The
organisation concerned desires to spend a
considerable sum of money on the erection
of the building. The necessary finanee is
forthcoming, provided the mortgagee is
freed from all restrictions regarding sale,
50 that if necessary the bank may dispose
of the property in the event of foreclosure
having to bhe made. Without such security,
the league could not raise the necessary
funds. In view of all the circumstances,
the Government have agreed o bring down
this legislation. In these difficult times it
is desirable to give the league the neeessary
facilities for spending this money, as it will
lead to the employment of a fair number of
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men, a very desirable state of affairs. That
is the sole purpose of the Rill, I move—

That the Bill be vow read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Latham, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resnmed from the previous day.

MER. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin) [5.36] :
[ d» not propose Lo offer any objection to
this measure. 1t seems to me desirable, and
1 have nothing to say against it. lach of
the 14 clanses ean readily be understood,
and none that 1 can sec is in any way con-
tentious. Of all the Acts which have heen
passed during the lust few sessions, this one
stands most in need of consolidation, The
pavent Act is very long and rather cum-
bersome, and the amending Aet, brought
down by the Minister for Works in 1932
is another very long one. It must be diffi-
cnlt for the ordinary layman to eo-ordinate
the two. I know that road bhoard members
and other people connected with road hoard
work generally keep a copy of the Road
Disiricts Act. They are withholding the
pirchase of such Act, however, until the
consolidation, promised last year, has ap-
peared. 1t is obvious that this consolida-
tion must be made, and equally obvious that
it canuot be made until the several parts
of the Act have heen perfeeted. I can see
nothing in the Bill extept minor correc-
tions, and a reference to a few misprints

that have oceurred.  Although the Bill
seems to be free from objections, it
may be that ecertain members wish to

add =ome¢ further amendments, although
after carefully studying the Bill, T can see
nothing that it is imperative to add fto
it. Secing that the Aet is going te bhe con-
solidated, now is the time to make any fur-
ther amendments that may be required. We
do not want to btinker with this legislation
after the vonsolidation has taken place.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [5.38]: 1 have
no desire fo delay the passage of the Bill
which, I wnderstand, eontains nothing of a
contentious nature. We should perhaps he
given sufficient time in whieh to send eopies
of the RBill to the various local authorities.
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I have, however, sent oul copies, and other
members, 1 uvnderstand, have also com-
municated wiih the various boards.

Mr. Doney: You can be gnided by the de-
cisions of the conference,

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.39]: 1 hope
the consolidation of the Act will include the
publication of & mauval to cmbrace the
Trafltie Aet and its amendmenis.  That would

be very greatly appreciated by the road
honrds.
MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [5.40]: 1T have

read the Bill carefully, and listened to the
apeech delivered by the Minister for Works.
I agree that the amendments are very heces-
sury. The mistakes and misprints associated
with many of the sections of the previous
Road Distriets Aet have on several ocea-
stons been bronght under my notiee. T urge
upon the Minister the neeessity for con-
solidating the Mnnicipalities Aet at an early
date. That is controlled along much the
same hnes as the Road Distriets Aet. T am
sure the DMinister has a grip of many
amendments to that Act that are required.
T hope hefore the session closes that not only
will this Bill be on the statute-book, but a
consolidation of the Municipalities Aet as
well. The latter Act is, in many respects,
on all fours with the provisions contained in
the Road Districts Act. 1 shall look for-
ward  with  plessure and interest to an
amendment ol the Municipalities Act during
the current =ession, and meanwhile have
pleasure in supporting the sevond reading

of the Bili.

HON, W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [5.42]: This Bill can he com-
raewded; because it will reduce administrative
costs and simplify matters for the road
hoards. There is one vegrettahle teature
about it, emphasised by the Minister, namely,
that the proposed consolidation had to be
held up because of mistakes in drafting, Tt
wonld appear that on a previous oeceasion
several mistakes were made in conveving the
deliberation= of Parliament. [ hope ihe
Government will realize it is a rather serious
natter that these mistakes should oecur and
these weaknesses appear, either in the draft-
ing or in the vonvevance of the decixions of
Parliament to the Printing Oflice.  This
afternoon we heard the remarks of the Min-
ister for Health about another Bill. 1 do
not <ay he initiated if, but be had o admit

that mi-takes bhad oecurred in that connee-
tion too. It was found esseniial to come to
Parliament again in ovrder to insert in that
Bill something which the Minister in charge
ot il at the time thought hud been inserted.
It will not be long, I think, before a Bill will
have to be bronght down to amend the
Miners' Ththisis Aet, hecause of similar rea-
sons, We had an experience in regard to an
even more important question, that of the
Finaneinl Fmergeney Aet. Parliament came
io a definite decision, whieh was distinetly
understood. as emphazised by the mewmber
for Tremantle last night, by all members of
the House. The faulty draftsmanship has
cost the warkers of the ¢ountry many thou-
sands of pounds. I use these illustrations to
peint eut how serious it is that mistakes of
thiz kind should orcur. Whilst in connection
with this partienlar Bilk the mistakes seem
ol smaill mement, earvelessness in this regard
may cost the people of the State a great deal
of monev. 1 am one of the old members,
bhut T have never had any previous experi-
ence like this. We have always prided our-
zelves on the faet that our measures were
drafted on a very eflicient scale, and that the
considered deliberations of this Chamber con-
cerning vavious measures were faithfully
couveved to the statute-book. Tt seems we
cannof eount upon that te-dayv. T therefore
appeal to the Minister for Justice to appre-
cinte how dangerous it is to allow this matter
to drift any further. This is the second Bill
of tie kind we bave had to deal with, and
there ure others to eome, I have taken this
opportunity to draw attention to the matter,
hecanse [ think some inefliciency is being
displayed in the drafting of Bills, or some
inefliciency in the convevanee of the draft
as subamtted by the draftsman to the Gov-
ernment Printer. Even if the draftsmanship
is correct, it seems thai measures are not
reaching the CGovernment Prinfing Office in
the form intended by Parliament.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Manister
for Works in charge of tle Bill,

"lauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clause d4-—Amendment of Seetion 13:

Hon. X, KEENAN: 1 zhould like the
Minister to esplain what is meant by “on
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the district being redivided into wards, the
members of the board or such of the mem-
bers of tlie board as the Mirister may think
fit and determine, shali go out of office on
o day to be appointed by the Minister, but
shall be eligible for ve-election” TIs it
necessary that other than those affected by
the new provision shall be liable to submit
rhemselves to re-clection? The amendment
will give the Minister authority to declare
that ceertain members whose distriets were
not in any way affected shall go out of
office.

The JMINISTER FOR WORKS: The
position at the moment is that the Minister
has no diseretion. If there is an alteration
of the houndaries ot any ward the whole of
the members must go out. It frequently
ceeurs that two wards are divided into three,
und the idea is that the Minister shall say
that the sitfing members of those two wards
shall go out, and that the other members
tkall not be interfered with. The Minister
will have the diseretion to do this. At pre-
sent he has not this discretion.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The Bill will not he
confined fo members of the board who are
citting in a distriet that is affected, but
will apply generally to all members of the
board, T admit that the position to-day is
impossible, but what I want to achieve is
that only the members who are affected by
the redivision shall retire. If the Minister
is salisfied, T have no further objection to
offer.

Mr. SAMPSON: I know of a ease where
the boundaries between two wards were
varied, and under the Act all the members
were affected and an election had to be held
for each ward. The amendment gives the
Minister diseretionary power, and that i-
a great improvement on the principal Aet.
1 appreciate the argument of the member
for Nedlands, but it would be diffienlt to
provide in a seetion for every possibility
that might arise in connection with the vari-
ation of ward houndaries.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5 to l4—agrecd to.
New clanse:

Ir. SAAMPSOXN: T move—

That the following new clause be added to
the Bill:—Tusert after Claunse 9 of the Bill a
clanse to stand as Clause 9A as follows:—
0A. Section seventy of the principal Act is
amended by deleting from Subsection (2} all
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the words after the words ‘‘such declarztion
shall Le made’’ in the second paragraph of
the subseetion, and inserting in lieu thereof
the words ‘‘on the nomination day, but in the
case of an annual clection the person then de-
claved to be eleeted shall not take office uantil
after the day appointed for the annuul elee-
tion.??

When the Bill came down last year, Section
70 of the principal Aect was amended by
rdding to Subsection 2 a paragraph as fol-
lows :—

Sueh declaration shall be made (a) in the

ease of an annual eleetion on the day ap-
pointed for such election, (b) in the case of
an extraordinary election on the nomination
day.
The reuson for postponing the declaration
in the eise ot candidates nominated for the
annual cleetion was to prevent an anomaly
that occurred. Say a man was cleeted un-
opposed on nomination day, and subse-
quently attended a road board mecting actu-
ally before the date fixed tor the election
notwithstanding that the term of the refir-
ing members had not expired. The amend-
went that T have submitted will get over the
difliculty. I have submitted the new c¢lause
at the request principally of 2 member of the
Road Boards Association who explained to
me this particular diffienity. As returning
officer he attended the road board office on
the day nominations elosed. The nomina-
lions submitted were just what were re-
guired to fill the vaeancy. Section 32 of the
principal Aect did not permit him to declare
the candidates elected; consequently he re-
turned to his home, a distance of 20 miles,
and on the day appointed for the election—
of course there was no election—he was re-
guired specially to attend at the board office
and travel another 20 miles to declare clected
the persons who had been returned without
opposition.  So that he had to do 40 miles
of unnecessary travelling.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know of any occasion when a board has
met immediately after nomination day. The
case cited bv the memher for Swan could
arise only if a meeting was held on the day
after nominakion.

Mr. Sampeon: But there might be a com-
nittee meeting, or a special meeting.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
dilfieulty could not arise in connection with
a committee meeting, because the new mem-
ber could not he on a ecommittee until ap-
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pointed to it by the board. Last year’s meas-
ure was examined by the Road Board Con-
ference and by the secretary of the confer-
ence, and ran the gauntiet of both Houses,
and finally was approved. If the amend-
.ment is necessary, surely it would have been
put forward at that time.

Mr. SAMPSON: This new clause was not
.«considered by the Road Board Association,
ither in conference or in executive meeting.
In connection with the 1932 measare this
matter was not mentioned either by the
Minister in introducing the Bill or by any
member in speaking to the Bill. Perhaps
‘the Minister will report progress.

The Minister for Works: You might {ry
the new eclause in another place.

Mr, SAMPSON: As the Minister has such
a grip of loeal government, I would greatly
prefer that he should deal with this matter.
Undouhtedly an errer was made last session
in rendering it obligatory on a returning
officer to eome in, many miles perhaps, for
a mere formality.

Mr. Latham: He could easily appeint a
-suhstitute.
Mr, SAMPSON: Yes; but returning

officers do not always make a cloge study
«of the Aet.

New clause put and negatived.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT took the {hair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINISTERIAL TRAVEL-
LING ALLOWANCES.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL asked the Chisf
Secretary: 1, What was the total amount
of travelling allowances drawn by the Jin-
isters of the Crown in this State during the
following periods:—12 months ended 30th
June, 1925; 12 months ended 30th June,
1929; 12 months ended 30th June, 1931; 12
months ended 30th June, 19327 2, How
many visits to the Loan Council were made
by the then Premier during the abore-men-
tioned respective periods?

The CHIEF SECRETARY rvepliva: 1
and 2, Efforts were made some months ago
te obtain the information sought, but a re-
cent review, followed hy deeper investiga-
tion, shows that wider and apparently inter-
minahle researeh would he necessaryv in or-
der to reach anything like exactitude. Min-
isterial expenses are so widely distributed
according to the department affected and the
nature ot the business uvpon which Minis-
ters may be travelling—as in some enses the
expenses of one visit may be spread through
the ramifications of the accounts of various
departments—that it would nvelve infinite
labour to furnish the information with any
degree of reliability. Moreover, the alioca-
tion of pavments which have been made he-
tween the cost of separate items such as
cars, and the expenses puid o the Ministers,
and the segregation of the charves into the
various veuars asked for, present very great
difficnlties. Again, iinisterial enr aceomuno-
dation is nermally regarded as a substitute
for travelling expenses, conditional on avail-



